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New York American 


The Guest of Honor 


at the dinner given as a tribute to Ruth Elder by the National Woman’s Party. The dinner was held at the 
Hotel Ambassador, New York City, on November 13, and was attended by many politically and socially 


prominent women. 
Left to right are shown Ruth Elder, the honor guest; Mrs. O. H. P. Belmont, President of the Woman's 


Party; George Haldeman, Miss Elder's co-pilot; Eva Le Gallienne, and Mrs. James J. Walker, wife of the 
Mayor of New York. 
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Women Represented 


HE new law providing insurance 

against unemployment in Germany 
provides that women shall participate on 
all the councils of workers and employers 
administering the system. The councils 
consist of equal representation of employ- 
ers and employees, and must have at least 
one representative of the interests of cleri- 
cal employees. Apparently, also, the in- 
- gurance applies to men and women work- 
ers on equal terms. 


New Job for Women 


INERS of the future will be “manned” 
and captained by women, avers Cap- 
tain Thomas Drake, who piloted a 35-foot 
schooner from the United Piao to Ply- 
mouth, England. 


“The modern liner is so wonderfully 


equipped with every device of science that 


it can be navigated by women. Being cap- — 


tain of a liner isn’t a man’s job any more.” 


( 
On Governor's Executive Council 


HE first woman to serve on the Execu- 


tive Council of a Governor of Massa- 
chusetts was named November 2 by Gov- 
ernor Fuller to succeed the late Charles 
Sumner Smith. She is Esther M. Andrews 
of Brookline, who in the last election ran 
second to Mr. Smith in the Third District. 
Mrs. Andrews took over her husband’s 
business when his health failed, and is 
now the proprietor of a successful retail 
shoe store for women in Boston. Calvin 


Coolidge, when he was Governor, ap- 


pointed her to the Board of Trustees of 
the Boston Psychopathic Hospital. She 
has been chairman of the Advisory Prison 
Board and volunteer probation officer of 
the Children’s Division of the Municipal 
Court. 


For More Women in Public Office 
ON-PARTY organizations of women 
in Australia are trying to work out 
plans for facilitating the election and ap- 
- pointment of more women to public office. 
The Australian Federation of Women 
Voters, with which various non-party or- 
ganizations are affiliated, has taken cog- 
nizance of the fact that fewer women 
have attained public office in Australia 
than in England, and is studying the 
nomination and élection systems to see 
what changes can be effected to enable 
more women to be chosen for public office. 


Provincial Suffrage Granted 
HE province of San Juan, in Argen- 
tina, has granted the provincial vote 
to women, the first South American coun- 


try to enfranchise women even on a par- 
tial basis. 


Feminist Notes 


Women Poloists 
AN ANGELO, TEXAS, has what is 


believed to be the only polo club com- 
posed entirely of women in the West. 


New Jersey's First Woman Prosecutor 


EW JERSEY’S first woman assistant 
prosecutor was also the first woman 
recorder of the State. She is Sarah V. 
Dunn, who is in the Hudson County office 
now under Prosecutor John Milton. She 
was appointed in June, 1925, and her term 
will end with Mr. Milton’s next year. A 
full term would be for five years, but Miss 
Dunn didn’t enter the work until Mr. Mil- 
ton had been in office for some time. Her 
salary is $3,500 
Miss Dunn was a teacher in the Harri- 


son schools before she entered the New 


Jersey Law School. She has been a mem- 
ber of the bar for four years. Her prac- 
tice was carried on from an office in Har- 
rison and from her home in East Newark. 
For three years she has been vice-president 
of the East Newark Board of Education. 


Tax Law’s Application to Women 


USINESS women gathered in Wash- 


ington recently to tell the Ways and 
Means Committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives that the existing tax laws bear 
heavily upon unmarried men and women 
earning small salaries. Lena Madesin 
Phillips of New York, president of the 
National Federation of Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs; Martha L. 
Connele of St. Louis, Missouri, legislative 


chairman of the Federation; and Cornelia 


Adair of Richmond, Virginia, appeared 
before the committee to urge it to raise 
the exemption for unmarried persons in 
drafting the new tax law. 


Miss Connole pointed out that many 
unmarried persons contribute to the sup- 
port of their families, but cannot claim 
exemptions on account of this support. 
She also pointed out that it costs more for 
an unmarried man or woman to maintain 
a home than for a married man to do so, 
because the man’s wife, if she does not 
work outside the home, renders many ser- 


vices which the unmarried man or woman > 


has to pay someone else to do. 

This, it might be added, also adds great- 
ly to the tax burdens of married women 
who work outside the home. They have 
to pay much more to maintain their 
homes than do women who do the family 
housework, and they cannot include these 
expenses in the cost of running their busi- 
ness or professional work. Yet, it is an 
expense which they would not incur if 


they were not bread-winners outside their 
homes. 


Equal Rights 


For More Women in the Reichstag 


ee ORE women in Parliament” was 

the slogan of the Federation of 
German Women’s Societies when it held 
its congress. More than eight hundred 
leading women of Germany represented 
a total membership of a million women. 


A resolution was unanimously adopted 
that for all constituencies throughout the 
Reich women candidates should be nomi- 
nated, and that all tendencies to restrict 
women’s participation in the legislature 
should be fought tooth and nail. In con- 
nection with this, Dr. Gertrud Baumer, 
a counselor in the Ministry of the Interior 
and one of the thirty-three woman mem- 
bers of the Reichstag, added a timely plea 
for “more tolerance among women.” 


Dr. Marie Munk insisted that women 
judges should be appointed to preside 
with male colleagues in divorce courts. 

Legal recognition of a married woman’s 
sole rights to her own earnings was urged 
by Dr. Margaretha Laurent, another wom- 


an lawyer. 


Dr. Emma Beckmann called for eaual 


periods of training for careers for both 


sexes so that qualifications of women 
should not be termed inferior to those of 
| 

An appeal by Frau Glaue for more ex- 
tended State aid to parents enabling them 
to give daughters as well as sons a sound 
education was applauded. 

Kmma Ender of Hamburg was re- 
elected president of the Federation by a 
unanimous vote of the congress. 


Australian Women Win Appointment 
HE campaign of Australian women 
for the appointment of women on na- 

tional commissions won its first victory 

when Mrs. M. Muscio was appointed to the © 

Child Endowment Commission. Mrs. 

Muscio is a vice-president and interna- 

tional secretary of the National Council 

of Women, president of the University 

Graduates’ Association, and vice-presi- 

dent of the Travelers’ Aid Society. 


Another Nicaraguan Woman Consul 
EIFILIA VIQUEZ is the second 
woman to be sent by Nicaragua as 
consul to an American port. Senora 
Viquez has been appointed consul general 
of Nicaragua to New Orleans. Emmita 
Canton was recently sent by Nicaragua to 
be consul at San Diego, California. 


Woman Named Indian 


RS. CHARLES D. WALCOTT has 


been appointed by President Cool- 
idge to the Board of Indian Commis- 
sioners. 
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New: Vouk’ Welcories Ruth Elde: 


HROUGH the courtesy of Mr. 
| Grover Whalen, who had charge of 


the official New York City Recep- 
tion Committee to greet Ruth Elder and 
her co-pilot and navigator, Captain 
George Haldeman, Doris Stevens, Mrs. 
Clarence M. Smith and Mrs. Joseph W. 


Dixon, chairman of the New York City 


Committee of the National Woman’s 
Party, were included in the group that 
went down the bay on the Macon to meet 
the Aquitania at quarantine on Armistice 
Day. 

It was Doris Stevens who, less than a 
week before, had so inspired the New 
York City members of the National 
Woman’s Party with the idea of recog- 
nizing the achievement of Ruth Elder in 
making the longest flight over the sea 
that had yet been made by giving a din- 
ner in her honor, that the City Committee 
attempted what at the time seemed an al- 


chairman of the New York State 

Branch of the National Woman’s 
_ Party, and now chairman of the National 
- Council, conferred with members of the 
_ Party in Buffalo, New York, on October 
27. The members met at the home of 
Mrs. M. L. Movius. 

As a result of her visit there was a re- 
organization meeting on November 19 
with a luncheon at the Lafayette Hotel, at 
which speakers told of the activities of 
- the party and plans were made for more 
intensive work for the passage of the Fed- 
eral amendment for Equal Rights, which 
reads: “Men and women shall have Equal 
Rights throughout the United States and 
every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 

The Buffalo Courier-Ewpress, in report- 
ing Mrs. Smith’s visit to Buffalo, said: 
“As Mrs. Smith explained yesterday, 
among the demands of the first Equal 
Rights convention in this country, the 
Seneca Falls convention of 1848, at which 
Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stan- 
ton took the lead, were Equal Rights in 
the franchise, in education, in industry, 
in the professions, in political office, in 
marriage, in personal freedom, in control 
of property, in guardianship of children, 
in making contracts, in the church, and 
in the home. In 1927 these rights still 
remain to be won except the right to the 
franchise. The National Woman’s Party 
in campaigning for Equal Rights is carry- 
ing forward today, she said, the fight for 
the complete freedom of women under- 
taken in 1848. 

“For the luncheon and conference 
planned for November here the progress 


Je: NORMAN SMITH, for five years 


most impossible undertaking—that of se- 
curing in the busiest city in the world, 
where men and women make their engage- 
ments weeks in advance—several hundred 
dinner guests within two days and a half. 
But Miss Stevens said: “Men aviators 
have returned and been welcomed by the 
city and honored by men’s organizations. 
Ruth Elder has proved that she was 
courageous and competent in a dangerous 
and hazardous undertaking. She has 
broken a record so far as the length of 
her flight over sea is concerned, and as a 
Feminist organization we can accord her 
the same honor that has been given to the 
men aviators, if we really want to.” 
Outside of women newspaper reporters, 
relatives of Miss Elder and Mr. Halde- 
man, and Miss Marjorie Oelrichs, who 
was chosen by Miss Elder’s Wheeling, 
West Virginia, backers to be her chaperon 
while in New York, the three representa- 


of these efforts will be discussed. Miss 
Edna Sickmon, Miss Amy Juengling of 
Eden, Mrs. J. S. Henderson, Miss Flor- 
ence Farrington, and Miss Dinah Rosen- 
blatt will co-operate with the local vice- 
chairman, Mrs. Carl Mueller, in making 


arrangements. 


“Just now the national board is occu- 
pied with the problem of selection of new 
national headquarters, ‘since the present 
fine house given five years ago by Mrs. 
Belmont and furnished through contribu- 
tions from women of the different States 


is wanted by the United States Govern- 


ment for Supreme Court building. 

“Mrs. Smith came to Buffalo from Syra- 
cuse, where on Wednesday she had a con- 
ference with the Syracuse women identi- 
fied with the Woman’s Party, and where 
Mrs. L. H. Whittic of that city has been 
elected State chairman to succeed Mrs. 
Smith. Following a luncheon that day at 
the Onondaga a delegatian called on the 
Republican candidate for Congress from 
that district to ask his support on the 
proposed Federal amendment for Equal 
Rights. | 

“Foremost in the activities of the 
Woman’s Party has been the establish- 
ment of a research department at Na- 
tional Headquarters to collect and dis- 
seminate accurate information regarding 
the status of women. 

“<‘After we got the vote,’ said Mrs. 
Smith yesterday, ‘nobody knew about the 
status of women in the United States. So 
we established this research department 
with Burnita Shelton Matthews, president 
of the Washington (D. C.) Women’s Bar 
Association, to conduct it. It is now 


- tives of the Woman’s Party were the only 
women to greet Miss Elder, and Mrs. 
Dixon was the first to welcome her as she 
came aboard the Macon from the Aqui- 
tania, and to present her with a large 
bunch of yellow chrysanthemums, the gift 
of the New York City Committee. 

When the Macon drew into the dock at 
the Battery it met a crowd of about 5,000 
people. From there the automobile pro- 
cession went up Broadway and Fifth ave- 
nue to the St. Regis Hotel, and after a 
short stay there returned to the City Hall, 
where Miss Elder and Mr. Haldeman 
were greeted by Mayor Walker. 

Miss Stevens, Mrs. Smith and Mrs. 
Dixon remained with Miss Elder’s party 
during the official reception ceremonies, 
and then called upon her at the St. Regis 
to confirm the invitation to be present at 
the dinner to be given by the New York 
City Committee in her honor. 


Mrs. Smith at Buffalo 


three-fourths finished and is regarded as 
a remarkable achievement. From all over 
the country come requests for informa- 
tion bearing on the subject, and we supply 
printed pamphlets giving information 
about women’s status in thevarious States. 
We have drafted over-500 bills for intro- 
duction to State legislatures, and haye 
helped in the passage of 60 Equal Rights 


-laws, nine of them in New York State. 


“‘Just as the Federal amendment was 
considered the only way to secure coun- 
try-wide suffrage, so a Federal amend- 


ment, we believe, is the only way to bring 


about Equal Rights. In addition to our 
activities on behalf of this amendment 
our headquarters is busy safeguarding 


_ the gains we have made, and gnarding — 


against so-called protective laws which 
discriminate against women. 
“Somebody at the Syracuse meeting 
yesterday advanced the idea that there 
are too many women’s clubs. There are 
not too many clubs,’ said Mrs, Smith, ‘but 
too many objects, when really to accom- 
plish what the women are reaching after 
there should be unanimity of purpose, and 
that 1848 program backed by Lucretia 
Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton should 


be on the program of every woman’s or- 


ganization instead of scattering forces 
among a multiplicity of activities as they 
are now doing.’ 

“There was informal discussion con- 
cerning methods in practical politics, such 
as the efficacy of flooding legislators with 
personal letters on legislative matters 
pending. The general opinion appeared 
to be that the personal messages of con- 
stituents do count with the lawmakers.” 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


) The object of this organization shall be 

te secure fer women complete 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this ade by appropriate legislation.” 


(Senate Joint Resolution Number 11.1 
House Joint Resolution Number 81. 


Introduced in the Senate, December 8, 1925, 
by Senator EB. Curtis. 
| _ Intevduced in the House of Representatives, 
December 16, 1925, 
by D. RB. ANTHONY. 


On Being Supported 


HE Bureau of Economic Research states that 95 per cent. of American 

wives do their own. housework, thus adding $18,000,000 to the annual 

income of the country. According to the same authority the average 
housekeeper does $1,751.43 worth of work a year—which a little more than 
equals the average town-man’s pay. Yet married women in America are 
regarded, even in some instances by themselves, as “being supported.” 


It is a well recognized fact that when the wife and mother in a family 
with young children dies, the family usually goes to pieces, the man being 
unable to play the part of both parents alone. But the dissolution of the 
a is not nearly so frequent when the husband and father is the one who 
is los 


All of which causes us to ruminate on this matter of women’s — a 
supported class. 


We know plenty of women, married women, who are bringing in annual 
incomes to their families ranging from $5,000 up. Some who are earning 
even as much as $150,000 a year. But these we admit are exceptional women— 
perhaps just as the men who are earning like increments are in one way or 


another exceptional men. 


And it is not the exceptions, after all, that count when we regard women 
as a group, as a whole. Hence, the eye-opening import of the figures presented 
by the Bureau of Economic Research. 

The plank in the Woman’s Party platform which has occasioned, perhaps 
the greatest alarm of all, is the one that demands that the wife shall no 
longer be regarded as being supported by the husband, but the equal con- 
tribution of both husband and wife to the family shall be recognized. 

This plank has been interpreted by the opposition in their printed litera- 
ture to mean that were Equal Rights established, the family could no longer 
demand bread from the breadwinner. Even some women themselves have 
been worried but they need not trouble their minds any more. 

The Bureau of Economic Research has shown that the breadmaker is 
just about as useful as the breadwinner (and. perhaps a little mone) bone 


fact and not fiction is called into play. 


So That's That 


: GRIM yawn is about the only way in which one can suitably reply to 
A certain of the “arguments” advanced by otherwise seemingly intelli- 

gent people against the Equal Rights Amendment. Over and over 
again reasons that have long since succumbed to Time are disinterred and 
in their dusty shrouds are set against the inevitable—as if that would avail. 


One of the most popular of these remnants is the Alimony Argument. 
Since women, and not men, receive alimony, it is maintained, women should 
not have Equal Rights with their husbands, potential, ex-, or present, Justice, 
common justice, demands that if a man is to go on paying a woman who does 
not live with him, and all her life, mind you, he, poor man, should have some. 
compensation. The compensation is the abrogation of the rights of all women, 
married and single, those who do not desire a divorce and those who do not 
even desire a husband. 


Now comes the New York Evening Post and prints a United Press item. 
It reads as follows: 


Wire Dopcrs ALIMONY. 


Los Angeles, Noy. 15 .—California today sought its first 
“woman alimony dodger”—Mrs. Grace W. Elliott. 

A warrant for her arrest was sworn out by her husband, Wil- 
liam D. Elliott, who testified at the divorce hearing that he had 
“grown old and feeble increasing his wife’s fortune from wwpee 
to $200,000.” 
we He was awarded $150 per month. He alleged it. has not been 
paid. 

But do the Equal Rights dodgers pay any attention to such items? Not 
they. They are too busy with their archaeology even to know that in at least 
seven States of the union, wives as well as husbands, may be, and often are 
required to pay alimony. : 
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Women Honor Ruth Elde’s Achievement 


ORE than three hundred and fifty 
Mi women, including a large number 
of Feminist leaders, met in New 
York at the Hotel Ambassador on Novem- 
ber 13 to greet and to honor the first 
woman aviator to attempt a flight across 
the Atlantic—a young woman who has 
smashed more than one tradition of wom- 
an’s inferiority, and who has announced 
her determination to keep on flying. 
Her co-pilot, Captain George Halde- 
man, was also a guest at the dinner, and 


he paid tribute to Miss Elder’s ability as 


a flyer and to her courage. 3 

The assemblage, largely consisting of 
women who have attained success in the 
professions and in business, applauded 
Miss Elder when she arose and said 
briefly that she was glad if she had been 
able to do something to show that women 
had the ability to distinguish themselves 
in any field of endeavor. 

Mrs. Oliver H. P. Belmont, cola of 
the National Woman’s Party, who had 


arrived in New York on the same boat | 


with Miss Elder, said in her address, after 
she had been introduced by Jane Norman 
Smith, chairman of the National Council: 
“As president of the National Woman’s 
Party, I extend tonight the heartiest of 
welcomes to Ruth Elder. 
“The National Woman’s Party is an 


organization which works to abolish dis- 


criminations against women in law and 
custom based solely on their sex. We wel- 
come the proof, which Ruth Elder has 
given us, that in aviation, a woman has 
swept away these discriminations, and we 
rejoice in this. | 

“When I was a girl things were very 
different. Then girls were swathed in 
crinolines, and guarded, as if they were 
prisoners, by their chaperones. I am 
happy that, in the brief span of one 
lifetime, girls have gained some measure 
_ of the freedom that is their right. 

“They are no longer swathed in crino- 
lines; they are free to come and go as 
they please—they are free to take off on 


trans-Atlantic flights. They can become 


internationally celebrated, as Ruth Elder 
has, by flying farther over the sea than 
any other human being has ever done 
before. 

“When I was a girl, we could do none 
of these things. Then there was only one 
possible career for a girl. That was mar- 
riage. Now we have found out that girls 
can marry and still become useful and 
distinguished citizens of the world. 

“Ruth Elder seems to have been one 
of these persons who was early marked 
to become a leader. The hold which she 
gained on the affections of her birthplace, 
Anniston, Alabama, has been shown by 
the enthusiasm of her fellow-townsmen 
who came to New York to greet her so 
warmly, 


“From them we have learned that Ruth 
Elder was the leader of the girls of her 
school. She was a mainstay of her basket- 
ball team. She stood out in the school’s 
social and scholastic affairs. 

“After school, she became at once self- 
supporting and undertook the direction 
of her own life. Of her own initiative, 
when aviation caught her imagination, 


she undertook to learn the art of flying. 


She was first the brilliant pupil of Cap- 
tain Haldeman, and then a fearless and 
capable pilot in her own right. 

“Just before Ruth Elder embarked on 
her trans-Atlantic flight, she took her 
pilot’s examinations. Major Luther H. 
Rice, after she had completed her physical 
examination at Mitchel Field, said: ‘She 


certainly is the American Girl. Her phy- 


sical condition is splendid.’ 


6¢ URING the weeks in which she 


waited for favoring weather at 
Roosevelt Feld, one thing was noteworthy 
about Ruth Elder. That was her friend- 
liness towards her women colleagues. The 
mutually appreciative admiration which 


she and Fraulein Thea Rasche have for © 


each other has become well known. 
“These two women, incidentally, are 

the only two women members of the 

Q. B.s, that romantic and exclusive so- 


ciety of airplane pilots who call them- 


selves the Quiet Birdmen. You may be 
sure they would not have been included 


in this company unless they had been as 


capable as most of their men colleagues, 
and more so than some of them. 

“But. more striking was the generous 
appreciation which Ruth Elder gave to 
her most formidable rival, Mrs. Grayson. 
Even when it seemed that Mrs. Grayson 
might be the first to start, Ruth Elder 
was prompt with her kindly good wishes. 
Ruth Elder understands the solidarity 
which must necessarily exist among the 
women of this new and freer generation. 

“The thrilling story of the rescue of 
Ruth Elder and Captain Haldeman at 
sea by the Dutch steamer Barendrecht, 
has now been told many times. But there 
was one incident in that rescue that 
pleased many of us a great deal. 

“You know the convention of the sea 
is ‘Women and children first,’ whenever 
a rescue is made. Tradition has it that 
men only must be chivalrous at sea. 

“Well, when Ruth Elder’s airplane 
made its forced landing and Miss Elder 
and Captain Haldeman scrambled out on 
the fuselage, she had had time to put on 
her rubber life-saving suit and Captain 
Haldeman had not. And so newspaper 


reports of the rescue told us that Ruth 


Elder called out to the crew of the rescu- 
ing lifeboat to ‘save Haldeman first,’ and 
that phrase became a kind of slogan in 
all the subsequent newspaper stories. 


“Ruth Elder has shown us that ourreiry 
knows no sex. 


“We Feminists who wish to see estab- 


lished a world in which the abilities of 


women—as well as men—will be recog- 
nized and rewarded honor you tonight as 
a symbol of our hope. He hope that the 
future has in store for you even greater 
distinction in your chosen profession.” 

Doris Stevens said, in part: , 

“Ruth Elder has been formally honored 
by the representatives of the governments 
of Spain, Portugal, France, the city of 
New York, and will be received tomor- 
row by the President of the United States 
—all men. 


“Tonight it is women who honor a 


woman. 


“As we sit here, warm, comfortable, re- 
laxed, among friends, it is hard to realize 
that other picture. Two people alone in 
a plane far out to sea, cold, desolate, 
tired, hungry, night black as pitch, fight- 
ing gales, watching the ice pack itself 
against the body of the plane, dependent 
only upon the mechanism of a machine 
with dwindling oil pressure, and their 
own brave resources. 

“On October 12, the day after Miss 
Elder took off from New York, I was 
in the Grand Central Station, with a 
minute and a half to get the newspapers, 
hoping to learn news of Miss Elder’s 
Plane, and to get my train. In my haste 
I yielded my small, undersized handbag 
to a frail, gentle, obsequious porter who 
insisted on ‘helping a lady.’ Hurrying 
down the long platform to the train I 
caught sight of the headline in my papers, 
“Ruth Elder Sited In Mid Ocean.’ There 
being no one else near me to whom I could 
proclaim my joy, I called to the porter 


behind me, ‘Isn’t it wonderful? Miss 


Elder is still up. I think she’ll get there!’ 
Not a sound came from the porter. I 
looked around in disgust and repeated, 
‘But isn’t it wonderful, she’ll probably 
get there.’ Then it was that I noticed he 
was too out of breath to reply. Per- 
sisting, I repeated. ‘Yes’m, yes’m,’ came 
the reply in between breaths, ‘but it’s 
pretty dangerous.’ * * * * * ‘Of course 
it’s dangerous,’ I said, ‘but isn’t it splen- 
did!’ In between gasps came, ‘Yes’m, 
you'm but *.* * I den’t * * * think * * * 
a woman * * * has got the endurance.* * *’ 
(Laughter. ) 

“Now Miss Elder, unfortunately, there 
are a lot of people who feel that way, and 
that discussion will not die because you 
have shown that you had endurance. 
There will still be found those who enter 
into dispute on the point after the fact. 
And when that dispute has been laid to 
rest, there will be others who will say, 
‘well she ought not to have had the en- 
durance.’ 


“Many of you here tonight have come to 


— 
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hear us on our feet protest against dis- 
criminations against women on account 
of sex. 

“Tonight, thank heaven, you hear us on 
our feet to rejoice. We are going to tell 
Miss Elder, publicly and intimately, how 
we feel about her. We are here to bear 
witness. We are here to pay Feminist 
tribute to a woman who has made an 
international aviation record. 

“And we are not astonished that a wom- 
an aviator has risen to the honor list of 
aviators so quickly and with such com- 
parative ease. Success in the older pro- 
fessions came harder and still does. No 
woman doctor nor woman lawyer, for ex- 
ample, no matter how gifted, ever reached 
the top of her profession in two brief 
years. Yet that is what Miss Elder has 
done. | 

‘There are reasons for this. It is not 
entirely due to Miss Elder’s talents. The 
development of aviation has run side by 
side with greater recognition of women. 
Miss Elder finds a world friendlier to ‘the 
efforts of women. And happily women 
have entered this new profession before 
it has become encrusted with prejudice 
against women, if ever that should occur. 
Also women here are in the hands of 
mechanical science which ought to receive 
women with less superstition and fear. 

“Take the sea for example. Suppose to- 


morrow Miss Elder wanted to make a - 


sea-going record. Suppose instead of 
piloting a plane she wished to captain a 
steamer and make a trans-Atlantic record 
by sea. The profession of sea captains is 
an esteemed, respectable and highly-paid 
profession. But she would meet with 
furious opposition. The ancient tradition 
of the sea has it that women at sea cause 
disasters. (Laughter). And this myth 
is still flourishing amongst us. 

“Within the month, the Pictorial Re- 
view, that estimable magazine, owned and 
edited by men for women, published as its 
leading article a piece by Captain Bob 
Bartlett, the great Arctic navigator, on 
what he thought of women. Now by his 
own admission he is old, a bachelor, and 
has been going to sea for forty years, any- 
one of which facts would disquality him 
as a judge of women. (Laughter.) But 
with calm assurance and without evident 
fear of contradiction he says that every 
sailor knows that woman at sea causes 
catastrophes. Then he relates the various 
casualties, minor and major, the common 
run of sea accidents which occurred on 
a certain voyage where the captain’s wife 
was aboard. There is no evidence to show 
this unfortunate woman was responsible. 
But there never is. These things are 
stated out of the ancient taboos, and be- 
lieved. 

“How would Miss Elder have fared if 
she had gone to Captain Bob Bartlett to 
get backing for a sea-going crossing in- 
stead of taking the route by air? We are 


glad, Ruth Elder, that you prefer to fly. 


‘ ‘W HEN Gertrude Ederle swam the 

English Channel she smashed the 
myth of women’s physical inferiority. She 
beat men’s records. 

“When Mille Gade Corson swam the 
Channel she smashed the myth that 
motherhood is synonomous with invalid- 
ism. She showed us that a woman can be 
a mother and still be hearty. (Laughter.) 

‘When Ruth Elder made an oversea 
record in flying she smashed many myths, 
the most diverting of which is that beauty 
in women need not -be unaccompanied by 
ability and ambition for a career. 

“Your beauty, Miss Elder, in which we 
in common with men, frankly delight, has 
been most upsetting to the masculine tra- 
dition. It has caused confusion. Old 
judgments must be replaced with new. 
Men have told us for a long time that 
only plain women did extraordinary 
things—and then only because they had 
failed to find favor in the sight of men. 
They have even hinted that these extra- 
ordinary things were done as a kind of 
pitiful substitute for not being pleasing 
to men—in the hope that in such manner 


the attention of the lagging male might | 


be arrested. The inference is, You are 
beautiful as you are. You don’t have to 
fly. True enough, but Miss Elder wants 
to fly. The beautiful ones are out of 
hand. (Prolonged laughter.) 


“The great and powerful New York 


Times reports that Miss Elder arrived 


looking not at all like a woman who had 
dared death over the ocean * * * 
Now what does a woman aviator who has 
dared death look like? What is the 
formula? How many such fliers has the 
reporter ever seen? And how does one 
tell by looking at George Haldeman that 
he is a transatlantic flier? Can you guar- 
antee to pick him out as a flier among 
twelve men? * * * No, your beauty 
has put things out of joint. ~ 

“Another thing has agitated the press. 
I am glad it has. The press is excited 
over whether this distinguished aviator 
will continue to fly or wash dishes. Now 
there is nothing wrong with washing 
dishes. It is an ancient and honorable 
occupation which usually has to be done 
about three times a day. But just why 
should an aviator wash dishes? I see no 
future for professional aviators in dish 


washing. And certainly not in the home. 


No one can earn money washing dishes in 
one’s home. All the good dish-washing 
jobs for which money is paid are done 
outside the home, and they are all pre- 
empted by men. This is, in fact, the first 
time I have ever seen it suggested that a 
professional aviator turn dish washer, 


“It is as reasonable to suggest that 
George Haldeman should stay home and 
stoke the furnace. I have no doubt he 
would make an excellent stoker. And a 


pose. 


Equal Rights 


furnace stoker is a very useful thing 
about a house, But happily Mr. Halde- 
man has been spared this alternative pro- 
posal. 


“It is obvious our guest of honor is a 


woman. Ruth Elder will doubtless find 


a way to get her dishes washed as compe- 
tently as do other men or women who do 
not fly.” 


Miss Stevens praised the imagination 
of Miss Elder’s Wheeling, West Virginia, 
backers, and continued: 


“A word to the husbands of women 
fliers. There is nothing inherent in your 
sex which will make you like to see your 
wife cheered as a hero without you. But 
you'll learn. It is a carefully cultivated 
accomplishment. It can be learned if you 
persist at it long enough. You see women 
have been at it so long that it has become 
second nature to them. They now do it 
as if they liked it. Almost everybody 
thinks the wives of men heroes like their 
heroes trumpeted without them. Even 
the wives often imagine they like it. 


“One other thing. It is not going to be 
any fun for husbands of women fliers to 
sit up long nights watching for distress 
signals to come out of space. Your agony 
is going to be just as real as the agony of 
countless wives of men fliers who have 
sat through long vigils to the same pur- 
But I feel sure that the wives of 
men fliers have never insisted, and do not. 
now, on a monopoly of all the agonies at- 


_ tendant upon the likely disasters to flying 


husbands. They are perfectly willing to 
share these agonies with the husbands of 
women fliers, Again there is nothing in- 
herent in your sex which will make you 
like these agonies. But then neither is 
there in ours. There is no hope for either 
of you. The beloved of both sexes can 
only hope for an early rescue at the hands 
of science. But until science has made 
flying less perilous the husbands of wom- 
en fliers and the wives of men fliers will 
have to share and share alike the at- 
tendant agonies, and with equal good 
grace. 

“And over and above all our tributes 
tonight this historic occasion stands out 
as a symbol of a new world. A world in 
which man and woman together will share 
the perils and the rewards of the work of 
the world. 


“Ruth Elder, woman; George Halde- 
man, man, joined together on the common 
ground of skill and mutual confidence, 
have done a gallant, a beautiful and an 
inspiring deed. 

“George Haldeman, we honor you; we 
esteem you; not only as a great pilot, but 
as a pioneer to place confidence in a wom- 
an in a new and untried experiment. 

“Ruth Elder, your achievement distin- 
guishes the whole sex. The hearts of 
imaginative women the world over beat 
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faster tonight because of your deed. The 
heads of imaginative women the world 
over are held a little higher tonight be- 
cause of your heroism. | 

“We honor you; we esteem you; we ap- 
plaud you; we love you.” 

Eva Le Gallienne, a founder of the 
Woman’s Party, and director of the Civic 
Repertory Theatre, added her praise, and 
Max Eastman, poet and scholar, spoke. 


INCE our last number further re- 
ports have reached us of the Semaine 
Sociale held at Nancy, during which 

Feminism was discussed under all its 
aspects. The importance of this gather- 
ing must be our excuse, if excuse is 
needed, for referring again to the subject. 
L’Union Nationale des Femmes gives an 
account, and Le Petit Democrate gives 


full reports of the various conferences, 


which are deeply interesting. 

This being the first occasion that the 
Catholics of France have come together 
to discuss the problems of Feminism, the 
speakers seem to have shown themselves 
better Feminists than, perhaps, one would 
have expected. When, speaking more or 
less officially, and laying down Catholic 
principles, great caution is necessary, and 
some Catholics too often, with undue 
anxiety, are apt to confound principles 
with prejudice. The speakers at Nancy 
seem to have escaped the pitfall, and this 
in spite of the fact that, with two excep- 
tions, the problems of Feminism had been 
entrusted to men. We hope, should this 


So Ruth Turned UTH ELDER 
Down the had another 
$250,000 Contract busy day yesterday. 
First, she definitely 


yes: turned down near- 
7 ly $250,000 in stage 
N ovember 14, 1927. and advertising of- 


fers, including 
weeks under Flo Ziegfeld’s 
banner for $100,000. Then, she was guest 
of honor with George Haldeman, pilot on 
their attempted trans-Atlantic flight, at 
a dinner in the evening. 

In the afternoon Miss Elder and her 
husband, Lyle Womack, remained in se- 
clusion at the St. Regis. Captain Halde- 
man and his wife rested at the Hotel War- 
wick, Sixth avenue and 54th street, where 
they occupy a luxurious suite. 

Admiring members of her own sex paid 
tribute to the girl flier and her companion 
at the dinner in their honor given by the 
National Woman’s Party at the Ambassa- 
dor before both left for Washington to 
meet President Coolidge. They traveled 


Those at the speakers’ table included 
Mrs. James J. Walker, wife of the Mayor 
of New York; Marjorie Oelrichs, Mrs. N. 
D. Huling, Mrs. Haldeman, Mr. Womack, 
and Sara Henderson May, young poetess 
from Miss Elder’s native Anniston, Ala- 
bama, who spoke very briefly. 


The District of Columbia Branch of the 


National Woman’s Party sent the follow- 
ing telegram to Miss Elder at the dinner: 


Catholicism and Feminism 


By L. de Alberti 
(Reprinted from the Catholic Citizen, 
official organ of the St. Joan’s Social 


and Political Alliance, October 15, 
1927.) 


interesting experiment be repeated, by 
any set of Catholics, that we shall hear 
women speakers expounding the nature of 
woman, the feelings of womian, the ca- 
pacity of woman. Men, however learned, 
wise, and broad-minded, must necessarily 
suffer from preconceived notions of wom- 
an, and some of the speakers at Nancy 
cannot be exonerated from this failing. 

For ourselves, we part company with 
our French colleagues on the subject of 
“protective” legislation for women in in- 
dustry. Give us protection for all work- 
ers, and women will judge for themselves 
what work is best suited to them. Nor 
do we see eye to eye with Fr. Gillet on 
the question of the leadership of men, his 
opinion being an instance of those precon- 
ceived notions of which we have com- 
plained. 


Press Comment 


as the guest of a Pennsylvania Railroad 
official in a private car. 

“More than 1,000 persons crowded the 
dining-room of the Ambassador to see 
Ruth and Haldeman and pay tribute to 
them. Mrs. Clarence M. Smith, chairman 
of the National Council of the National 
Woman’s Party, presided and introduced 
both fliers. 


On 


Women in Politics 


who appears at the 
Capitol Theatre to- 
night in her own 
production, “What 
Do We Knovw,’’ 
talked to a Times-Union representative 
last night from her home at Roslyn, L. L., 
defending women’s work in politics, and 
declaring that the recent investigation of 
the cehsus under the direction of former 
Secretary of State Florence E. 8. Knapp 
would not injure women’s position in 
politics. 


The Times-Union, 
Albany, N. Y., 
November 7, 1927. 


- and citizenship, in which it lies with her 


ME. OLGA 
PETROVA, 


335 


District Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party sends congratula- 
tions. We wish to join with others 
in doing honor to your splendid 
courage and skill. | 

- On the following day Miss Elder was 
the only woman among the country’s nine- 
teen most distinguished flyers invited to 
a luncheon with President and Mrs. 
Coolidge. 


But the conferences of Nancy will, we 
feel sure, bear good fruit. We particu- 
larly appreciate the appeal made by Mgr. 
Beaupin, for Catholic women to take part 
in international work. We have never 
ceased to plead the urgency of their do- 
ing so. 

We were glad to see that Great Britain 
was represented by our member, Miss E. 
Lambert, who spoke in her country’s name 
at the lunch and dinner. 

The importance of the gathering was 
recognized by the holy father, who sent 
a letter to the conference in which he 
speaks of the new position of women (we 
quote from the Accion Catdlica de la 
Mujer), and of the vast field opening out 
to her in intellectual culture, social work, 


to use her influence to promote respect for 
family life, the Christian education of 
youth, and the safeguarding of public 
morals. 

We believe women will take their duties 
seriously, and that the race will benefit 
by the new power given to them. 


“Why should the investigation and 
what seem to be Mrs. Knapp’s mistakes 
make any difference with women running 
for office?” she asked. “Men have been 
playing the political game far longer than - 
women have and have made even more 
grave mistakes. This did not debar them 
from running for office and getting big 
positions. Give women an even break 
with the men, and they too will make 
good. As a matter of fact there are lots 
of men who could not have swung the 
census job as well as Mrs. Knapp did. 
Then, too, we have not heard Mrs. 
Knapp’s side of the story, wait for that.” 

When asked regarding her opinion on 
the women jurors bill, which she came 
here to defend before the Legislature last 
season, Mme. Petrova replied: “The plac- 
ing of women on juries is not a privilege. 
It is a duty that every woman who is a 
property owner should perform. It is 


her civic duty, and one that she should 
not evade.” 
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OSE who had 
hoped 'for a hear- 
ing on the question 
of the “flapper vote” 
at this session of 
Parliament, suf- 
honed x! a disappointment today when the 
Government shelved such awkward prob- 
lems as reform, of the House of. Commons 


Commons Ignores 
Votes for Women . 


New York, Times, — 
November 9, 1927. 


and “votes for women at 21.” Premier Bald- | 


win announced the woman’s bill would 
not be introduced until after Christmas. 


The House adopted a Government reso- 


lution giving Government business pre-. 


cedence for the remainder of the session 
by a vote of 269 to 128, thus excluding 


any extraneous legislation, but the Prime . 
Minister promised to find time, if possible, 
for debates requested by the opposition | 


leaders on disarmament, the foreign 
policy, including Tangier and Great 


Britain’s failure to ratify the Washing- 
ton eight powers’ convention. The Gov- 
_ ernment was reminded by a demonstra- 


tion outside the House that ‘the women 
are disinclined to wait over-long for the 
vote “on the same terms as men.” 

Many women assembled in the Parlia- 
ment precincts, bearing placards inscribed 
“votes, for women on the same terms as 
men,” “votes for ‘women at 21, 
women carried. umbrellas with yellow 
streamers. Countess Rhondda is chair- 
man of the Equal Political Rights Com- 
mittee which organized the demonstration. 


News from the Field 


ies Branch Has Annual Occupa- 
tional Dinner 


HE Syracuse Branch of the National 


Woman’s Party held its annual oc- 
cupational dinner at the Onondaga Hotel 


on the evening of November 4 at Syracuse, 


N. Y. As a means of acquainting busi- 
ness women of that city as to one of the 
objects of the party, 750 invitations were 
issued to women of all lines of occupation 
in the city.. On. the occasions of these 
dinners a roll call of occupations repre- 
sented is a feature. Ninety persons re- 
sponded on this evening. The event is 
a popular one and furnishes the only op- 
portunity offered in that city for the ex- 
change of opinions and experiences of 


business.women in regard to their com- 
parative problems and achievements as a 


sex. 


by Mrs. Lillian Moller Gilbreth, expert 
in management and business psychology, 


who spoke on the elimination of fatigue. 


Mrs. Evans A. Worthly was chairman 
of. arrangements and conducted the roll 
call. Her assistants were Mrs. Paul W. 


Ward, Mrs. Frank A. Allport, Mrs. O. H. 


Cobb, Mrs. T. A. Mara and Mrs. W. W. 


Knapp. 


Present as especial guest of honor was 
Dr. Iva Lowther Peters, dean of women at 
Syracuse University and well-known au- 
thority on the new science of vocational 
guidance. | 


_ Rose Falls Bres Dies 
OSE FALLS BRES, past president 
of the Women Lawyers’ Association, 
counsel for the Lucy Stone League, and 


an associate member of the National 
Woman’s Party, died at St. Vincent’s 


Hospital in Jacksonville, Florida, Novem- 
ber 15, after an illness of several months. 
She had just undergone an operation. 


Mrs. Bres recently wrote an article in. 


the official magazine of the Women Law- 
yers’ Association urging women lawyers 
to protest against any labor legislation 
based upon the sex of the worker rather 
than on the nature of the work. She and 
Emilie Bullowa, as past presidents of the 
association, before the convention pro- 


The address of ‘the evening was given : 


posed the resolution which the associa-. 
tion adopted, reading: 


Be It Resolved, That the National 
Association of Women Lawyers file 
formal protest when. and wherever 
laws are proposed for regulation of. 
workers in the professions, callings, 
and industry, based upon sex and not 
the nature of the work. 


Mes. was ill at the time, to 
attend the: conyention, but. Miss Bullowa | 


proposed the.resolution at the convention 
and it-was-adopted. on August 26. | 


a staunch supporter of 
Equal, Rights,and the Feminist movement 
suffers. aloss in her-death...She.was the 


author of “The Law and the Woman,” 


“Maids, Wives, and Widows,” and other » 
works ‘on the status of women under the. . 


law. 


- Equal Rights Loses Associate Editor 


ABEL POTTER DAGGETT, author, 


journalist, and ;Feminist, died in — 
New York on N ovember 13 after an illness" 


of two years. 


Mrs. Daggett was an associate editor . 


of Equat Ricuts, and.an ardent believer 
in Equal Rights between men and women. 


She worked for suffrage, and then became > 


a. member of the National Woman’s Party 
to continue to work for full equality. . 


Soon after her graduation from Syra- 
cuse University in 1895, Mrs. Daggett be-. 
came editor of the woman’s page of the — 


Syracuse Post-Standard. A few months 
later she joined the Philadelphia North 
American as a writer of Sunday articles. 


- In: 1902 and 1903 she wrote for the Sun- 


day magazine section of the World. She 
was later an associate editor of Hamp- 
ton’s Magazine and the Delineator. She 
conducted the campaign for child rescue 
for the latter magazine, an undertaking 
inspired by her pamphlets, “The Child 
Without a Home” and “Where 100,000 
Children Wail.” Among her other writ- 
ings are “Letters to the Housewife,” “A 
Study of the Tariff,” and “Are There Mod- 
ern Miracles?” 

In 1911 Mrs. Daggett went to France 


as a representative of the Butterick Com- . 
pany in connection with French War Re- 
lief. Always an ardent advocate of 
woman suffrage, Mrs. Daggett spoke in 
that cause throughout the United States. 
As a leading member of the National 


- Woman’s Party she continued to work 


for complete legal equality. of the sexes 
after suffrage was won. | 

“Marie of Rumania,” published a year 
ago, is a vivid intimate picture based on 
Mam visit to Marie. 


Deputation Waits Upon Representative 
DEPUTATION of women constitu- 
ents of Representative William W. 


Cohen of the 17th Congressional District, 


New York, called upon him on November 
14 to ask his support of the Equal Rights 
Amendment, 


Mr. Cohen has not served in. 
Congress before, and therefore was not _ 
familiar with the amendment, but dis- 
cussed the question of Equal Rights for 
women at length with Mrs. Joseph W. 
Dixon, chairman of the New York City 
Committee of the Woman’s Party; Mrs. 
Elizabeth Selden Rogers and Mrs. Lloyd 
Williams, who led the deputation. He 
promised to read the literature left with 
him and, give to the queition. 
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